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Californiaôs Abandoned Mine Lands Program Fact Sheet 
Abandoned Mine Inventory and Remediation 

Field Inventories 

 The Department of Conservationôs Abandoned Mine Lands Unit (AMLU) began cataloging 
Californiaôs abandoned mines in 1997 and in 2000 published the document Californiaôs Abandoned 
Mines: A Report on the Magnitude and Scope of the Issue in the State.  A copy of the report is 
available at www.consrv.ca.gov/OMR/abandoned_mine_lands/california_abandoned_mines/index.htm.   

 Since 1997, the AMLU 
has inventoried more than 
2,500 abandoned mine sites 
and nearly 17,000 features 
(shafts, adits, etc.). 

 To support its inventory 
work, the AMLU uses its 
Topographically Occurring 
Mine Symbols (TOMS) 
database, comprised of mine 
symbols scanned and 
digitized from U.S. 
Geological Survey  
(USGS) 7½ minute 
topographical maps. 

 The AMLU finds an 
average of 3.5 mine features 
per mapped symbol during 
field inventories.  The number 
of features per symbol varies 
from site to site, as shown in 
the St. Louis Mine example to 
the right. 

 For more information, 
including the TOMS 
database and a map of 
potential abandoned mine 
locations in California, visit 
the AMLU website at 
www.consrv.ca.gov/OMR/ 
abandoned_mine_lands.   
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